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Re. Standard Music Venue, 1 Blackhorse Lane, ref. 16/2056

Dear Sir /Madam,

We would like to respond to the above application.

Overall the proposals seem well considered and make a good use of this site, the propor-
tions, articulation and materials suggested reflect a level of care in the design that is quite 
unusual in the borough and we hope that this is a sign of improving architectural standards 
and expectations.

Most positively, we support the retention of pub /music venue use on the site, and a purpose 
built space offers the potential to be a valuable asset to the area. We understand that the ap-
plicant has been in discussion with an acoustic specialist and several potential operators, and 
this has influenced the design and size of the venue.  There do however need to be rigorous 
measures in place to protect the residential uses on the site and directly above so that the 
use is viable in the short and long term.  There is clearly a potential conflict between residen-
tial use and the music venue, and for this to work the construction needs to offer high acoustic 
insulation and other design measures to limit impact on people living within the development; 
we suggest that details and acoustic assessment are required by condition of an approval.

The double storey height at ground level gives a civic prominence to the commercial uses 
over the residential above and a positive proportion to the composition.  Similarly, the incorpo-
ration of signage into the brickwork above the venue entrance not only provides identity to the 
building but ‘builds-in’ an important provision often overlooked and leading to unsympathetic 
additions to otherwise good buildings.  We would hope that equal consideration is also given 
to the retail signage, and that this is conditioned in a planning consent.

The residential units appear to be well planned, and although there are single aspect units, 
these are restricted to single bed homes.  The breaking apart of the building to the south 
allows sunlight to penetrate the private shared amenity space at podium level and in turn 
provides a visual link from the public realm.  Access to homes via a secure private external 
courtyard on the street-side and then from this access to the communal gardens means that 
this the area is likely to be well used, and therefore of good amenity value to the development.

The positive aspects of the design need to be carefully conditioned so that potential quality 
is not lost in design development to construction – window specification, depth of reveals, 
lighting, signage etc.
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We hope that there is similar aspiration in the design of the immediate public realm and the 
road junction, which we assume will be assisted with financial contribution from the devel-
oper.  We understand that the junction is part of Mini-Holland work, which we hope this can be 
designed to respond to this scheme – taking into account groups of visitors massing at the 
venue, or at closing time, for example.

Yours  Sincerely,

Jonathan Crossley (Chair)   Roland Karthaus (Co-chair)

Oliver Bray    Karen Averby

Phil Nicolas    Carol James

Fran Heathcote Sapey   Max Plotnek

On behalf of ArchitectsE17 committee


